Promoting participation of people with dementia in research.
Dementia is a neurodegenerative disorder that can have a severe effect on the quality of life of individuals with the condition, and can place considerable strain on informal carers and healthcare systems. Research is required to identify ways to prevent or delay the onset of dementia. The government is committed to dementia research, yet funding for dementia research is eclipsed by funding for research into other conditions. Moreover, dementia research can only progress if individuals with the condition participate in research studies. This article discusses barriers associated with research into dementia and describes a UK government initiative, Join Dementia Research, which supports research participation for people with dementia.